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N A N O T E C H N O L O G Y
I N  E V E R Y D A Y  L I F E
Nanotechnology has entered the marketplace 
in full force. Nanoscale materials are found in 
electronics, medicine, cosmetics, appliances, 
and even clothing. With products ranging from 
more durable tennis rackets to higher SPF 
suntan lotion, nanotechnology affects our daily 
lives. 
The excitement and dangers posed by nano-
technology have also served as an inspiration 
for science fiction novels. Attributing nano-
technology to reversing global warming, 
curing disease, or threatening humanity with 
the spread of nanorobots, these stories have 
captured popular imagination by envisioning a 
future ruled by nanoscience.
As nanotechnology has influenced culture, 
culture has shaped nanotechnology. Creative 
engineers have reproduced iconic images at 
the nanoscale, such as the world’s smallest 
portrait of President Barack Obama composed 
of 150 million carbon nanotubes. These 
images reflect the public’s ongoing fascination 
with envisioning the world of the small. 
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